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AMERICAN CONSULATE
Lagosg, Nlgeria
Aprll 16, 1942

Hy predious dariing: L ’IL”? F 1/

How happy 1 am! #nother letuar wEkE arrled today - the
oneé you mailed one April lst, and I hove it's no Joke that you love
me, because I still love you just gsceompletely and wholly, with my
whole nmind, soul and bedy that I ache for you, and your absence leaves
me in ®mn abgsolute void. Practically every letter that comes T think
is the lovliest 1 have ever received, but this one was go especially
grand that it has inspired me to have my office cpened up arnd hare
I am, starting in at 10: 15 towwrite a lettsr., From the way the
typing Las been golng so Far, it looks aes 1f my guscular coordination
wasn't very good tonight, but my heart is still bheating for you in
ite usual irrvegular rhythm.

My desk is a very depressing sight at present, Besides
g pils of co¢reskouéence waiting in the basket for mg to look at,
there are three boxes just to wy right. The bettom one is labe l¢ed
randerson™; it is prefectly innccuvus, containing only.tablets and
seratch paper. The second cne is vicious. 1t is labpelled "In
Cominb Mail"™, and has in it all of to&ay s mail. I an uu;pﬂsed tao
look it over and take out what is mine; there will crobably be five :
or six for me; it isn't much, but five or six a day can mount up very
quickly if you don't answsr it right away, and it frequeaily lLappengs
that I go for several days without having time tc dictate a2 letter.
the third box is just neutral, like itd gray paper cover. It is
marked "0ut,Going Mail - T¢ Be Initialied and Filed". Therse %sn*t
80 much uurrv about that, ag it is really Just coples of letiers whioch
have already been sent. I can look &Vﬁhunt_4ter work bomorrow, if
there is time; it doesn't matter except that after 2 while they run
ocut of boxes and come around to sss who 13 hogging them all.

The boys had guite a time trying to get this room open
tonight. The key is kept at the back of a filing cabinet, and old
Adamu, the night watehman, isnt't supposed to know where they are, ex-
cept that he does, and I know he doss. ell, I sent Tnompgon down to
tell Adam to open upy and I heard the two of them struggling around.
After a little wait I came down (I used the time to read your letter
over for the t d time). There was Thompson, tall and cbony, dressed
in his white st@ward's uniform. And poor old Adam, and short little
man in a kahki iform. Adamu is a Fausa, and he has been In the
police for many ¥edrs, and has Tinally retired, He was recormended to
us by the Superintendent as a thorcughly honest and reliable nan.

He fought in the lsst war and has the"14™ medal, as they cnll 1t. He
also hes the long service medal from the pollge, so he looks quite

snappy in his 0%&e?b¢rown uq?&rm whieh the Consulate bought him, with
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he brightly colored bar over the left pocket. But there lsa't anything very
martial about him in spite of his uniferm and medals. He is iittle, and
0ld, and baregfooted, af simple, kindly, lovable man, He doesn't under-
atand Tnglish any too well, and says, "Yassuh™ to everything you say to
him, But one thing is good. If you ask him of he understands, and he
doesn't, he will say No. That is the police training., One of the
officsrs told me they train the constables always bto say 80 when they
fail to understand, and the foicers are supposed to be patient and ex-
plain it in words of oac syllable all over azain. Adam is a devout
Moslem, and I have seen him several times praying toward Mecca. He,
and the others hsre, have the simple cehildlike falith which Jhrist said
was a prerequlisite for enterimg the ¥ingdom of Heaven.

I am sorry that letter seven hasn't arrived. It is all the
fault of that good-for-nothing Cook, who was supposed to take it over.
He assured me £o0 earnestly that he wanted to meet you and would be so
delighted to carry a letter-that even his subsequent going off without |
it didn't entirely convince me that he was unxcliﬁaHAB. ince there was
a lot of informtion in thai letter which you had asked re about, T will
.sned you my copy, and hope you will save it so we wilil have a comnlete
set. Then, when we : L¢ nd gray we can iook over them as the be-
‘ginning of s 1i¥ me of ha piiems spent in trying tc make sach other
ﬁhappy. What fun 1t will be, when we are tcgether, to ook cver these
letters and try to explain just how we felt and what we thought as we
wrote them! O darling, I have a whole life time of pleasant things which
we can 4¢ together, orce we have the chance. 1 kiow we -will never have
time to be bored.

-
4
-

I was most happy to hear aboub yournew job, aad I hope you will
continue to like it in spite of tie irrggular hours. That seems to be a
feature of Pan-Am, A'l the boye here work the most horrible hours,
gometimes for two or three days in a row with practically no sleep at
all. They do not realize that they are killing themselves, but they
are, becauss you can't do that in ths c¢limate. Deing physically ex-
hausted weakens yvour resistance, and then you catch any ol the numercus
plain and fancy diseages which are just waiting for healtny vietims who
think they can take it. QCan't you persuadle tie compny to send you over
- hers 7 Jim Bledsoe szid, in a very matter of faet manner the cthex
day when he was here, "If you can get her a passport, we'll bring her
over". XNow don't get toc optimistio, because I haven't the sliphtest
idea that he could, but it would be weondsrful., We will soon have an
ally .in Washington ir the person of Mr. Jester. His successor has
finally been a,roiﬂtad, so Jester will be -going back in a couple of
menths, and I think we can rklﬁé on him to put in a good word with Ma
Shipley. But Ma will be a tough nut to c¢rack. I think your Congressman
Uncle could probhably be more of a help in turning on the steam then T
or anyone 1in the Service could be,

Qur new boss will be ¥r. Harald Shantz, at present First
Secretary of Embassy at London and a class III officer. iHe will be
Consul General here, and 1s by fer the highest ranking man we have
ever had around® here. e has served briefly in Africa Lefore, in VMon-
rovia and Wairobi, I met him briefly in London in November, and he
seemed very nlce. Mr. Jester Ln“rd.ia well, having served under him
him in Hong ¥ong many yearc ago. Ile says Shantz is a wonderful perscn,

and so does ¥r, Chipman, who was vassing through at the time from Caire
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and who was with him in Moscow. Ue are all very pleased about this, and
most of all Mr. Jester, who has been trying tc persuade the Department
for some time that they ought to send a high-ranking man here to supervise
all our activites om this Coast. It shows that the Department appreciate
the growing importance of Lagos. Jester has also proposed that a Consul
be kept here as well, to handle all the administrative work, thus leaving
the C.G. free to travel all over the area as necessary. This is impossible
for a man who is tied down with office routine the way we are. There is
only one small cloud: Shantz is single, which will remove one argument
in favor of bringing you out. However, it would be even more grand if
you did come, as you could sort of function as official hostess, a job
for which you are well qualified.

I am sorry to say that the rats got into vour last letter.
Some stupid censor, British, I think, undertock to open it and snipped
out about 2% lines at the beginning of the second paraggraph on the
third page. Anyboly who would dare to mutilate one of the precious
letters and cut out so much as one word is my enemy for life, Ue are
saving the envelope, and if it happens again, we-are-ccing to kick.
I am afraid, however, that this was done at Yrinadad rather than here
in Lagos, since we have the loecal boys very well in hand. [hey have
promised on a stack of bibles not to touch anything addressed to the
Consulate. »Zut Trinadad is a long way off and we can't get at thew
very well, I haven't seen any letters from the U.S., censored by our
censors yet. .hat do thelr stamps look like ? Nr. Jester suggested
that you might try sending your letters through the Departument, as we
have a regular pouch now. I thought you might try it first on a very
brief letter, to see how it would work out. address it to me, c/o

~ the vepartment of State, and put down in the corner, "Lagos Air Mail

Poueh". If it makes good time and isn't cut up, we might do that re-

“cgularly. in case you don't know, you have been receiviéng most of my

letters through the good offices of the uUespateh Agent in New York.
The Ferry rilots are still the best bets, when available,

Flease don't apologize about talking shop., I love it (and you)
and I would like to hear more about what you are doing. work goes on
here as usual, and . am having a hell of a time trying to keep my nose
above water. Tonight I was Jjust telling the boss that I had managed to
gsatch up a bit today when bang! in came a three pager from the Lepartment.
The boss was so touched by the irony of it all that he offered to stay
and help decipher it. .e finished at 7:00 p.m., and then he came up-
stair and we had a beer and a nice friendly chat. Strange as it nay seem,
I rarely have a chance to talk to him 4n an informal manner and sbout
things in general rather than some point of business in particular. It
certainly was nice of him to help out. "/hile we were having. our beer,
another one came in from London, but we decided to let that g0 until
morning. 4nd so it goes., 1 am enclosing a snap of the staff here.

I'r, Jester is, of course, in the center, The tall man qn the left is
crwin Watts, a speeial duty man who is theoretically attehed to the
vonsulate, Next is irs. Haig-Wood, who rather pains me. and next to me
is l'rs. Price, who left this morning for the tates by palne. 1 am
sorry my suit is so wrinkled. It is freshly pressed evéry morning, but
this picture was taken in the afternoon. The ebon gentlemen in the rear
have such long names 1 won't mention them; besides, they are hard to
spell, 7You can meet them all when you come here.

and now, just one closing thought for the night, before I go
to bed and join you in nmy @reams: I love you, awfully. . really mean
'awfully"”, because the thought of our love fills me with awe. . he idea that
you love me and that we will one day be one is terrifying in its grandness,

Penciled note in left margin, WLK hand: “Usual 50¢ postage”
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I find I can still get this in the mail tomorrow, or at
least I hope so, and so I will add o few more random thoughtes that I
left out last night. First of all, I love you whether you can drive
or not. So there., If you want to learn, I will try to teach you;
if you don't, you don't have to.

I enjoyed very much Mr. Bliss'es limerick about you. He

must be a very clever man; I have always admired people who could
invent limericks, which have olways been my faverite form of poetry,
on the witole. I make mental exception at this point for the pocms you
have written about use, which are the highest form of literary ex-
pression. If they weren't so personal, they should be published,
but as it is, I guess they will huove to be content with resting over
my heart during all my waking hours. I have just kissed your photo-
graph again. I am afraid it will be worn cut, but the original, I
hope, will never be tired of being kissed by a most loving and af-
fectionate husband, who loves her to distraction. I hope that my -
loving you so much won't bore you. I have ncver been any good at
subtle love making. Wwhen I love a vnerson, I like to exnress it, and
I suppose that is why, in spite of my best efforts to prevent it from
being noticed, Jimmie complained that I was too afrectionate tovards
veu. And I thoug-t I was being very discreie and bearing my cross in
hidden silencet! I never knew that he had had any suspicions like that
until the very end. I guess 'most cvervbody knew how I felt about you
except you. Why, darling, what else d4id you think I meant that time
I told you that if I had a wife like you, I would love her forever ?

I should think the implieation would have been nHretty obvicus that if
someone "like you" would be loved by me, YOU certainly would be. As
it is, I do love you, and I will love you forever now that you are my
wife. I would say, "My wife in the eves of God" if that shrase were
not so cften abused tc mean something entirely @ifferent from what we
have expericnced.

Loving you has been the most profound ciuoticnal experiénce

of my life. I had gone sc long witheout love that I didn't know, and
freguently doubted, whether I was capable of knowing love as it has
vcen described by people who have known of it. I tried at onc time
to convinee myself that I was in love with Beth, but I never hud any
success. I used to argue that she was a fine girl, good family, good
education, taste and manners, that she was devoted to me and would
make a fine wife and mother. All those things were probacly true, but
cven with so much tinder, the spark was never ignited - I don't know

why. It tempts one to celleve that Destiny was aving me Tfom you.
Cortain it is that if I hadn't met you, I would have gone on more and
more deeply in the same rut, until the conviction that love was not for
me rould have oecome SO unassailable that I would not have recognized
love if it ever did come along. Like ony old maid school teacher, I
would have been forced to sublimnte my emotions in my work, an. find
the only expression of myself in the usually thankless task of trying
to help the unfortunate people who come within my sphere - and there
are always plenty of them. But it weuld have been a sad, lonely life.
I need your sympathy, your affection and your love so muech that I know -
even knew before - that I could not be happy living alone.

S0 now you see wn

% T meanwhen I 8ay that life would be
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hollow without you = an ever declining plane, as illustrated by the
last line. You-have brought me a hope of happiness whieh I never dared
to entertain before. I never allowed mysclf to hope that I could cver
find or win anyone like you. I%U seemed to much to hope ror for a
gauche, shy person like me. There would always be a bold, forceful
person who would cut me out, before I cver had a chance to get started.
Perhaps you can get a vague idea from this what you mean to me. when
I say that you are the world and the sky to me, the cry of hope and

a spear of lightening piercing my innermost being, that is a bit of
the idea I am trying to express. But, as I have often complained,

I cannot tell all of what you arc to me; I can only scrape a bit off
the surface. I just stopped to think what I would do if you ever
broke off and left me. My first impulse was to say that you should

go far, far away, where I would never see¢ you agnin, so I could

think of you as o vision which once ar-peared tc me, peinting the way
to a new life, and then leaving me to find my way alone in the black.

I do not think you would have to flee my wrath; it would afTect me

that way. There would be no anger, only misery and sullen dispair,

the hopelessness of a man who has scen the vision, but lost the way.

Well, this wasn't what I storted out to write about. IT
was to be random comments on things I forgot to mention before. It
was stupid of me 10 mistake Stewart's name, although, on the other
hand, his only significance in my life is that he was the cause of
our having two shorts minutes together, and onec kiss which otherwise
would never have been. DNow hec fades into the background of memory.
Just a pink, boyish face under a mop ol blond hair. That was a
great kiss, You must Em forgive me for veing surprised - after all,
how could I know that you wanted vo kiss me ? I always was wanting
tc kiss you, so the sensation wasn't new, but I lacked the courage
to face the expected repulse. Oh Philinda, I loved you so much,
anéd I felt so hollow at the thought - which I never allowed myscelf
to forget = that you were separated from me by a vast, uncrossable

chasm. My, how I would like to see you now, sitting on a sofa acros
the room, and suddenly get up, come across the room, bend over and ki
me. IT you hear a "whoosh"™ behind you, that is my spirit sighing

in your ear, as I have sighed juet now. I will held to my vision,
and I will follow it as long as strength lasts. You must ve mine;
no other possibility exists in life for me.

S
58

And now from the sublime to the ridiculous: the remark
Ginny Moesmang or somebody made about my keeping warm at parties. I8m
afraid you don't have to worry much aocout me over here, for, as I
have said before, it's hot enough here for anybody. Then of course,
I just haven't happened to find anyone herc with whom I wanted to keep
warm, If I did, the climote wouldn't stand in my way. INow who is
teasing who ? I don't mind teasing in moderation, but I don't think
I will tease you much. One doesn't toss a Ming vase around even if
one is a very good catch, which I am not. Darling, my warning days
at parties are over; from now .on, I'm deveting my energies to keeping
you in a constant -tate of conflagration. There.

It's now 8:00p.m. - time for dinner, and I haven't cven had
my bath yet. So it's good-bye till the next Clipper. Don't forget
to look out for licSwcceney, and don®t forget that I love you and am
yours Tor life or as long as ycu will have me, whichever is longer.

I love you Liove you love
you so Imach and ’
¢ there goes the avaep v Koo
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